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1. Course Description
Tribhuvan University, Faculty of Education (FoE) has introduced the M. Phil. programmed based course. This is a modular research- based on the courses in Social Studies. The syllabus is spread over four groups: (i) research methodology which refers to the broader principles of research underscored by philosophical rational; (ii) research methods, which are the focus of the key principles of research design brought together in material on measurement principles, sampling, case study, survey and experimental methods; (iii) research techniques, are particular approaches to collecting and analyzing data; and (iv) research tools, which are resources used in conducting research. In this course, the candidate will be familiar with the disciplinary aspects of modular research in Social Studies. The main aim of this course is to facilitate research issues own the area of their interest and it helps to carry out research based on theories and research methods. The instructor will provide regular feedback and support to contextualize and to apply students' knowledge regarding the research process. The students will also be engaged in recapitulating the broader area of contents, relevant theories, and appropriate research methodologies of social sciences. The students will be able to narrow down the content, theories, and methodologies to incorporate the selected content area as a model. The expected outcome of this course is that the students will prepare a model/dummy research report.
2. Aims and Objectives
This course aims to enhance the knowledge base of candidates on the disciplinary aspects of research in Social Studies. The discussion and deliberations will primarily focus on social sciences research works in Nepal. The underlying intention of this course is to strengthen the candidate's background in possible research areas by providing a state of the pedagogy of social sciences research works in the country. This, in turn, is meant to provide the foundation for M. Phil. research to be carried out by the candidates in faculty of education. Specific objectives of the course are to augment the knowledge base of candidates on key research areas in Social Studies; enable them to analyze the changing focus of social science research works over time both thematically and methodologically; and facilitate them to pursue their research interest so as to develop draft preliminary proposal and research report for their M. Phil. research work in Social Studies. The objectives of this course also help the students:
•    Investigate and intricate the content owns the area of their interest.
•    Identify appropriate philosophies, theories, and literature for the research area.
•    Integrate philosophies, theories, and methodologies in the research area.
•    Select and use the appropriate methodology for their area of study.
•    Review the literature relating to the areas of interest.
•    Prepare a dummy research proposal, data collection tools, and a research report/ article 
•    An elaborate plan for the real/actual research study.
3. Course contents
This is primarily a seminar type of course. The agendas are flexible and the details of content will be flexible depending upon the acquaintance label and interest of the registered candidates. Instructor together with the candidates will finalize the actual topics of seminar/ discussion. Candidates are required to give the presentation on the selected themes of Social Studies research work. During the course, candidates are required to give at least four presentations. The presentations may last for 45 minutes to an hour followed by discussion. The course content will follow to modules.
There will be two stages in the delivery of this course: the selection of content areas and deliberation. First, the teacher and student will select a content area. Then, each student will further work on their interest areas within a given time frame. The following are some examples of broader study areas:
•    Contemporary social studies 
•    Citizenship education
•    An alternative perspective on a curriculum for effective citizenship education
•    The enduring goal of the social studies
•    Contemporary social studies teacher
•    Engaging student in constructing knowledge
•    Sources and origin of social studies
•    The relationship between school and society
•    Local resource management
•    Organization and planning for social study teaching
•    Developing reflective inquiry in social studies
•    Fostering citizenship competency
•    Nurturing social concern and ethical growth
•    Social issues and social studies
•    Globalization and sustainable development 
•    Culturally diversity and multicultural education 
•    Gender issues
•    Social inclusion and exclusion
•    Current affairs 
•    Use of tools, techniques, and technology 
•    Adapting social studies instruction 
•    Indigenous knowledge
•    Policy analysis
•    Teacher professional development 
•    Urban-rural continuum 
Student, in consultation with the teacher, can also suggest other content areas which need to be connected with research that students want to focus on for further exploration. The course content will follow tow modules in five chapters. 
Module 1: Introducing research issues in Social Studies  		  (24hrs)
This includes a brief recapitulation of social sciences research works and agendas covering: social sciences research agenda before Second World War; social sciences research agenda after Second World War (Scientism, Marxism, quantitative, qualitative revival and humanistic trends) and the main stages doing this modular is as follows:
Unit – I Deliberation on content area						(6hrs)
1.1 The nature and process of social research
1.2 The context of social research methods 
1.3 Elements of the process of social research
1.4 Social research strategies: qualitative, quantitative and mixed method
Unit – II: Related philosophies and theories				        (12hrs)
2.1 Recapitulation of philosophies, theories and methodologies to the chosen topic-epistemological and ontological considerations
2.2 Research designs-experimental, cross-sectional, longitudinal, case study, and comparative design   
2.3 Planning a research project and formulating research questions or problem: the first stage is to decide which topic to research and distinguish between theoretical questions and practical problems to do with real-world. 
2.3.1  Topic selection: First decide on a general area of study.
2.3.2 Problem definition: Next, narrow the topic down to a smaller aspect that can be studied properly in the available time and prepare context/background and conceptual framework 
2.3.3 Hypothesis formation (if necessary)
2.3.4 Writing a dummy research proposal and presentation (project work I) 
Unit – III: Reviewing the Literature			  			     (6 hrs)
3.1  Review the existing Literature (narratives, conceptualizing, stages, protocol, quality appraisal, synthesis and meta-analysis),
3.2  Searching the existing literature
3.3 Strategies for referencing the work
3.4 Key words and defining search parameters
3.5 Avoiding plagiarism 
3.6 Prepare review notes and presentation a dummy review report (project II)
Module 2: Research issues in Social Studies in Nepal 			(24hr)
This includes main research areas, there thematic, methodological coverage and emerging issues. The main stages' doing this modular is as follows:
Unit – IV: Methodology								(15hrs)
4.1 Methodology: Consideration of the methodology and data collection issues that arises from candidates' approach to the problem (qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods).
4.2 Data Collection: This stage is to apply the research methods and techniques to collect the necessary information.
4.2.1  Definition of the universe
4.2.2 Sampling process and sample size
4.3 Data collection methods and tools (questionnaire survey, focus group discussion, ethnographic survey or participatory observation, qualitative interview, language based approach), preparation of data collection tools (checklist, observation protocol-sheets, questionnaire)  
4.4  Data Analysis
4.4.1  Organization of information
4.4.2 Analysis of results
4.4.2.1 Application of tools and techniques in data analysis (parametric and non-parametric statistics mean, standard deviation, chi-square test, correlation and regression analysis, t-test, z test and f test.
4.4.2.2 Application of Statistical Package of Social Sciences (SPSS) software in data analysis
4.4.2.3 Application of Geographical Information System (GIS) and remote sensing in data analysis
4.5  Preparation and presentation  of dummy table (project III) 
Unit V Research Report								(9hrs)						
5.1 Recapitulation of APA
5.1.1 Components of research report
5.1.2 Preparation and presentation of dummy research report      (project IV)
5.2 Designing and layout
5.2.1 Cover page, initial pages and contents
5.2.2 Chapterization
5.2.3 Reference and appendices 
6 Instructional Approach
This course includes an independent study which is blended with a tutorial mode facilitated by the teacher. The student will choose their area of content interest – from the given list or suggest their own content area interest. It is important that both students and teacher should agree that the selected content/subject area is worth researching and is researchable. After selecting particular study area, the instructional approach will be as follows:
6.1 Students and teacher jointly prepare a study plan with a workable schedule.
6.2 Students share their idea/plan to undertake study in a step-wise manner. Teacher provides feedback, guidelines and suggests resources to accomplish the task.
6.3 Students initiate the work and periodically share with the teacher and gets feedback on their work. 
6.4 Library works, reading, expert consultation will be suggested by the teacher as needed which student will have to complete and report. 
6.5 As needed (as decided by the teacher and students), students will consult the content area expert and improve the task.
6.6 Each student will be required to make presentations of their study in class, at least two times in the semester in a seminar format.
6.7 [bookmark: _GoBack]Students compile, edit and finalize their tasks in a research report format with the work accomplished and remaining as elaborated plan.
5. Evaluation Schema	
5.1 Internal evaluation:  60%
Internal evaluation will be undertaken by the tutor. S/he will evaluate the students' academic activities, learning outcomes and performance of the course work based on the following schemes: 
1. Regularity in the consultation 						10
2. Presentation									4+4
3. Written works (42) divided into preparation of task as part of the report
i) Contextualization of selected area of study in Nepali context		7
ii) Theoretical review							7
iii) Empirical review								7
iv) Methodology								7
v) Plan for actual research work						7
vi) Dummy research report							7	
	Total 									60	
5.2 External Evaluation:  40%
At the end of semester, written examination will be conducted by the Examination Division, Dean's Office. The types and number of questions to be included in the test are as follows: 
i) Short answer questions (4 x 5 points)					20
ii) Essay type question (2 x 10)						20
	Total									40
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