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1. Course Description
This course aims to help students acquire theoretical understanding of philosophical theories in social studies education linking with modernist and post-modernist perspectives and eastern philosophies. It also helps students acquire knowledge of philosophy and theories regarding to contemporary society such as gender, caste/ethnic and inclusions along with its pedagogical implication at various levels in the context of Nepal. 
1. Course Objectives
On completion of this course the MPhil scholars will be able to:
1. Understand the importance of historical and philosophical bases for the study of social sciences
1. Theorizing the state of social sciences to the development of social studies education 
1. Analyze new trends and ideas to the study of social studies education
1. Critically analyze contribution of sociological theory to development of  social studies education 
1. Understand pedagogical and methodological importance of Social Studies education 
1. Examine the continuity and changes of social studies education in Nepal.   
1. Course Contents
Unit I History and Philosophy of Social Sciences                                                  (9)
1.1 	Introduction (meaning, definition, methods and sources of philosophy)
1.2 	Paradigm, philosophy and social studies
1.2.1	 Paradigm, philosophy and thought
1.2.2 	Paradigm and theory
1.2.3 	Paradigm, philosophy and methodology
1.2.4 	Social studies as a paradigmatic subject
1.3 	Division of the history of Philosophy
1.3.1 	Oriental Philosophy (Babylonia and Assyria, Egypt, China, India and Persia)
1.3.2 	Eastern and western philosophy
1.4 	Exemplars of social phenomena
Unit II Theorizing the State of the Social Sciences                                              (9)
	2.1 	Introduction (meta-analysis and its varieties)
	2.2	 Theories of social sciences (a typology of meta-analysis)
2.2.1 	Internal-cognitive (Orientalism, Eurocentrism, Postcolonial 			criticism, Rhetorical theories of social sciences)
2.2.2	External-cognitive (the theory of the captive mind, pedagogical theories of modernization and modern colonial critiques)
2.2.3 	Internal-institutional (the theory of intellectual imperialism, academic dependency theory-ideas and the media of ideas, and external institutional- academic dependency on technology, Aids and investment) 
2.3 	The need for meta-analysis of the social sciences 
2.4 	The structure of academic dependency and the global division of labour in social sciences
Unit III New Trends and Ideas in Social Sciences                                                (12)
3.1 New trends and ideas
                     3.1.1	Positivism
3.1.2 	  Idealism
3.1.3     Realism
3.1.4     Phenomenology
3.1.5     Existentialism
3.1.6     Pragmatism
3.1.7     Functionalism
3.1.8    Pragmatism
3.1.9    Functionalism
3.10     Marxism 
3.1.11 Structuralism and post-structuralism
3.1.12 Post-modernism
3.1.13    Feminism
3.2 Use of GIS and RS) in social studies
Unit IV The development of sociological theory				            (6)
4.1 The beginnings of sociology
4.1.1 Henri Saint-Simon 
4.1.2 Auguste Comte 
4.1.3 Herbert Spencer
4.1.4 Emile Durkheim
	   4.1.5 Max Weber
	 4.1.6 Karl Marx
Unit V  	Methodology to the Study of Social Studies                                        (6)
5.1 	Historical explanation and the natural science model
5.2 	Metaphysical social sciences 
5.3 	Historical explanation as art
5.4	Historical events and social laws
VI 	Continuity and change of social studies curriculum in Nepal                       (6)
6.1 	Continuity and change of social studies
6.2 	Social studies as a school subject 
6.3 	Social studies education in the classrooms

4. Instructional Strategies
4.1 Lecture cum workshop: The major instructional approach of this course is the combination of lecture and workshop. In this method, students are provided reading materials and reflective questions prior to the class and they are expected to read the materials and come up with ideas, queries and reflections related to the contents. In the class, the teacher first delivers the lesson mainly through lectures and power point presentations. The lecture and presentation provide introductions to essential theories, information and examples. The function of this delivery is to provide the students with the necessary tools and background for further independent study. The lecture session will be followed by the group-work and presentation by students. The group work provides the students with the opportunity to work collaboratively on a piece of work or content and often includes the presentation of collaborative findings. At the end of each session, the teacher summarizes the lessons and provides information for the next lesson.
4.2 Independent study: Independent study by the students is encouraged to explore more on the course materials to their own interests and requirements as well as encourage them to develop your own learning styles. All students undertake an independent study on their choice of relevant issues and produce term papers as a part of the program requirements.
4.3 Guest lecture: The graduate school sometimes invites speakers who are experts in a particular field of the study. The purpose of this arrangement is to enrich this course through the inclusion of relevant, specialized knowledge. A guest lecturer may be present during a class or at a special time outside class. The guest lecture will present their research works relating them to the particular contents of this course.

5. Evaluation
5.1 Internal evaluation:                                                                       60%
	Internal evaluation will be undertaken by the course teacher. S/he will evaluate the students' academic activities, learning outcomes and performance of the course work based on the following schemes:
1. Regularity and class participation (6) – An appropriate score will be provided to the individual student according to the criteria set on some bases of the extent to which the students attend the class regularly and participate in the engaged learning activities.
2. Workshop presentation (10) – Each student is required to give at least one presentation about some contents, issues, or group-work outcomes related to the content of this course and they are assessed on their presentation and communication skills, arguments, examples and understanding.
3. Written works (44): This assessment involves the written works relating the students’ understanding of a particular content or subject. These might involve critically evaluating a topic and arriving at their own answers using various sources of evidence to support their conclusions. The course instructor will provide questions for the written works. The written assignments will be of two kinds:
i) Two short term papers ( 2 x 12) 	       			24 Points
ii) Long term paper/essay/project work 		           20 Points
    Total 						           60 Points

5.2 External Evaluation:                                                                 40%
	At the end of semester, written examination will be conducted by the Examination Division, Dean&#39;s Office. The types and number of questions to be included in the test are as follows:
i) Short answer questions (4 x 5 points)                           20 Points
ii) Essay type question (2 x 10)                                        20 Points
    Total 							40 Points
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