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1. Course Description

The main purpose of this course is to familiarize the course participants with the philosophical background of the English language and language education and help them explore the philosophical elements that underpin the teaching and learning of the English language. As a part of theoretical foundation of English language teaching, this course will sensitize the course participants towards the works of some great thinkers and builders of the philosophy of language, linguistics and thought processes. The course is divided into four units. The first unit is about the philosophical foundations of language education and the second unit introduces the course participants to the thinkers and the builders of the language. The third and fourth units present the various perspectives of the philosophies of language and language education.
2. General Objectives

The general objectives of this course are; 

a) To familiarize course participants with the philosophical grounding of language education.

b) To enable course participants to review various perspectives on philosophers of language and language education
c) To help course participants analyze the language and thought process
d) To acquaint course participants with the perspectives on philosophies of language
3. Course Contents

The contents of the course are: 
Unit One: Philosophy of language education
Unit Two: Different perspectives on the thinkers of the philosophy of language and language education 

Unit Three: Different perspectives on language and thought process 

Unit Four: Different perspectives on   philosophies of language

Contents in Detail: 
Unit One: Philosophy of Language Education                         (8)
1.1. Philosophy of language 

1.2. Language, metaphysics, and ontology

1.3. Language and mind

1.4. Truth and meaning 

1.5. Reference 

1.6. Language and logic

1.7. Formal semantics

1.8. Pragmatism and speech act theory
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Unit Two: Different Perspectives on the Thinkers of Language and Language Education
2.1. 1742—1807  Immanuel  Kant Introduction and one article
2.2. 1860—1943  Otto Jesperson    Introduction and one article The Philosophy of Grammar 

2.3. 1857—1913   Ferdinand de Saussure  Introduction and one article……

2.4. 1887—1941 Benjamin Whorf  Introduction and one article The Relation of       Habitual Thought and Behaviour to Language 

2.5. 1889—1951  Ludwig Wittgenstein  Philosophical Investigations1915- -1980  Roland Barthes   Introduction and one article 

2.6. 1929  -- Jurgen  Habermas  Introduction and one article

2.7. Bourdieu, P. Language and capitals. 
2.7. 1928-- Noam Chomsky  Introduction and one article ‘A Philosophy of language’ from On language
2.8. 1911- 1960—J. L. Austin How to Do Things with Words 

2.9. 1942-- --Robin Lakoff Introduction and one article
2.10. Hymes, D. …………………….

Unit Three: Different Perspectives on Language and Thought Process 
3.1. Walter Benjamin—On Language as Such and On the Language of Man

3.2. Jan Murakovsky—Standard Language and Poetic Language 

3.3. Jean Paul Sartre—Why Write? 

3.4.  Simon de Beauvoir –Myth and Reality

3.5. Roman Jacobson—The Metaphoric and Metonymic Poles

3.6. Martin Heidegger—The Nature of Language

3.7. Jacques  Derrida—Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences 

3.8. Michael Foucault—Truth and Power

3.9. 1900-2002  Hans Gadamer: Truth and Method

3.10. Edward  Said—The World, the Text and the Critic

3.11. Stanley Fish – Normal Circumstances Literal Language, Direct Speech Acts Poulet, Georges Pulet – Phenomenology of Reading Balkrishna Pokhrel--On the Standardization of the Nepali Language

Unit Four: Different Perspectives On   Philosophies of Language
4.1. Michael Devitt and Richard Henley ( Eds) The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of Language
4.2. Devitt, Michael and Richard Henley  Dewey's Philosophy of Language
4.3. Lycan, G. William. Philosophy of Language

4.4. Miller, Alexander. Philosophy of Language

4.5. Livingstone, Paul. Philosophy and the Vision of Language

4.6. Major critical theories with reference to language and linguistics –Reader Response Theory, Structuralist Theory, Marxist Theory, Russian Formalism, Reader Response, Feminist Theory, Gender Theory,  Post-structural Theory, Postcolonial Theory, Postmodern Theories Theory, Eco-critical Theory, Cyber-culture  Diaspora.

4. Instructional Approach

4.1 Seminar and lecture: This course follows seminar as a major instructional approach. For this class, the course participants lead classes and engage in discussions on various topics covered in the course. The course participants are assigned to lead classes on specific topics as mentioned in the assigned readings. They develop lessons, explore relevant/readings for classes and develop activities for class discussions. The seminar will be complemented by lectures from the course instructor. Yet, the lecture-based classes included class discussions as major components of the course. 

4.2 Independent study/research – This course is also characterized by the importance it places on independent study/research. In the beginning of the course, the course participants submit a brief outline of their proposal to undertake an independent research on issues related to the course. They carry out the study throughout the semester and submit the report as final term paper. 
4.3 Guest lecture – The graduate school sometimes invites speakers who are experts in a particular field of qualitative research. The purpose of this arrangement is to enrich this course through the inclusion of relevant, specialized knowledge. A guest lecturer may be present during a class or at a special time outside class. The guest lecture will present their research works relating them to the particular contents of this course. 

5. Evaluation Scheme
5.1 Internal evaluation:  60%

Internal evaluation will be undertaken by the course instructor. S/he will evaluate the students' academic activities, learning outcomes and performance on the course work in terms of following criteria:

1. Regularity and class participation (6) – An appropriate score will be provided to the course participants according to the criteria set on some bases of the extent to which the students attend the class regularly and participate in the engaged learning activities. 


2. Seminar presentation (10) – Each course participant is required to lead at least one class. For this s/he should prepare presentations of the assigned articles. Such presentations should focus the contents from the readings, issues, or classroom activities. The course participants are assessed on their presentation and communication skills, arguments, examples and understanding.


3. Written works (44): This assessment involves students’ report writing on their independent research. This assignment may also include students’ written work which shows their critical ability to discussion a particular issue from the class readings and discussions. The written assignments will be of two kinds

i) Two short term papers (2 x 12)




24

ii) Long term paper/essay/project work



20

Total 







60
5.2 External Evaluation:  40%

At the end of semester, a written examination will be conducted by the Examination Division, Dean's Office. The types and number of questions to be included in the test are as follows:  

i) Short answer questions (4 x 5 points)




20

ii) Essay type question (2 x 10)





20


Total








40
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