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1. Course Description
This course is designed for the students who want to specialize in education with curriculum focus. This course aims to help students acquire multiple perspectives, practices and researches on different aspects/dimensions of curriculum. Though this is basically a theoretical course in nature, application and research will be integrated in teaching learning process in the forms of task, assignments and classroom deliberations. As a result it is expected that the study of this course will help students to identify appropriate research problem in curriculum related area and also to inquire into the development of a sound methodology for the study. 

2. Course Objectives
 On completion of this course the M. Phil. scholars will be able to: 
1. Critically examine the different perspectives on the curriculum and its development. 
2. Identify and classify different approaches adopted in developing school level curriculum.
3. Explain alternative curriculum thoughts in the different arenas of curriculum. 
4. Critically analyze alternative curriculum thoughts and their implication in the contemporary curriculum and research.
5. Draw lessons for the Nepali curriculum development and research from the deliberation of alternative curriculum thoughts.  
6. Suggest appropriate method and strategies for teaching and learning in diverse classroom. 
7. Identify at least one research area for improving curriculum and instruction  and a method of studying it.  
8. Critically analyze the meaning, concept and theories of globalization.
9. Draw implications of globalization for educational reform and curriculum development.
10. Develop critical understanding of postmodern developments in education. 
11. Draw implications of postmodernism for curriculum developments.
12. Explain broadened purpose of assessment.
13. Present a technically sound model for national level assessment.
14. Suggest ways for incorporating assessment of changing domains of education in Nepali curriculum.   





3. Course contents 

Unit 1: Perspectives on the Curriculum					(12)
1.1 Conceptualizing curriculum field 
1.2  Ideology and the curriculum
1.3 	Philosophy as a base for curriculum 
1.4 	Goals and objectives of education
1.5 	Psychology as a base for curriculum: how people learn   
1.6 	Core values and the curriculum 
1.7 	Knowledge of most worth 
1.8 	Implications of curriculum perspectives for research 

Unit 2: Making and Managing Curriculum 				(6)
2.1 	Curriculum policy and the politics of curriculum making 
2.2 	Curriculum development, reconceptualization and postmodernity 
2.3 	A vision of curriculum in postmodern era: drawing implications
2.4 	Defining and theorizing school subjects 
2.4 	Designing integrated and project based curriculum
2.5 	Implications of curriculum development perspectives for research 

Unit 3: Diversifying Curriculum						(5)
3.1 	Curriculum and cultural diversity
3.2 	Need for multicultural curriculum 
3.3 	Teaching for diversity 
3.4 	Implications of diversity perspectives of curriculum for research

Unit 4: Teaching/Learning Curriculum					(8)
4.1 	The search for methods of instruction 
4.2 	The thought-filled curriculum 
4.3 	Disciplining the mind 
4.4 	Knowledge arts  
4.5 	Learning Styles 
4.6 	Creating Creative Mind
4.7 	Use of technology in teaching/learning 
4.8 	Implications of teaching/learning perspectives for research

Unit 5:  Globalizing curriculum						(5)
5.1 	Conceptualizing globalization
5.2 	Theorizing globalization 
5.3 	Cultural and economic globalization 
5.4 	Resisting globalization
5.5  	Implications of globalization for education and curriculum reforms
Unit 6: Assessing Learning/curriculum  					(12)
6.1 Assessment principles and practices 
6.1.1 Assessment of learning
6.1.2 Assessment for learning
6.1.3 Assessment as learning
6.1.4  Assessment to inform

6.2 International, Regional, National Assessments
6.2.1 PISA
6.2.2 TIMMS, PIRLs
6.2.3 South African National Qualifications Framework (NQF)(SANQF)
6.2.4 NASA
(Context, sample, survey procedure, quality assurance, interpretation, use, policy implication, etc. NQF impact studies nationally and internationally to date)

6.3 Changing domains of education and their assessment
6.3.1 Changing concepts of 21 Century Learning Domain, Transversal skills, Transformative 
6.3.2 Approaches of assessment of changing domain of education

6.4 Implication of assessment perspectives for research

4. Instructional Strategies 
4.1 Lecture cum workshop: The major instructional approach of this course is the combination of lecture and workshop. In this method, students are provided reading materials and reflective questions prior to the class and they are expected to read the materials and come up with ideas, queries and reflections related to the contents. In the class, the teacher first delivers the lesson mainly through lectures and power point presentations. The lecture and presentation provide introductions to essential theories, information and examples. The function of this delivery is to provide the students with the necessary tools and background for further independent study. The lecture session will be followed by the group-work and presentation by students. The group work provides the students with the opportunity to work collaboratively on a piece of work or content and often includes the presentation of collaborative findings. At the end of each session, the teacher summarizes the lessons and provides information for the next lesson. 

4.2 Independent study: Independent study by the students is encouraged to explore more on the course materials to their own interests and requirements as well as encourage them to develop your own learning styles. All students undertake an independent study on their choice of relevant issues and produce term papers as a part of the program requirements.

4.3 Guest lecture: The graduate school sometimes invites speakers who are experts in a particular field of the study. The purpose of this arrangement is to enrich this course through the inclusion of relevant, specialized knowledge. A guest lecturer may be present during a class or at a special time outside class. The guest lecture will present their research works relating them to the particular contents of this course.  


5. Evaluation 	
5.1  Internal evaluation:  60%
Internal evaluation will be undertaken by the course teacher. S/he will evaluate the students' academic activities, learning outcomes and performance of the course work based on the following schemes: 
1. Regularity and class participation (6) – An appropriate score will be provided to the individual student according to the criteria set on some bases of the extent to which the students attend the class regularly and participate in the engaged learning activities.	
		
2. Workshop presentation (10) – Each student is required to give at least one presentation about some contents, issues, or group-work outcomes related to the content of this course and they are assessed on their presentation and communication skills, arguments, examples and understanding.	

3. Written works (44): This assessment involves the written works relating the students’ understanding of a particular content or subject. These might involve critically evaluating a topic and arriving at their own answers using various sources of evidence to support their conclusions. The course instructor will provide questions for the written works. The written assignments will be of two kinds: 
i) Two short term papers ( 2 x 12)					24
ii) Long term paper/essay/project work				20

	Total 								60

		
5.2 5.2 External Evaluation:  40%
At the end of semester, written examination will be conducted by the Examination Division, Dean's Office. The types and number of questions to be included in the test are as follows: 
i) Short answer questions (4 x 5 points)				20
ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]Essay type question (2 x 10)					20
	Total								40
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