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1. Course Description
This is a modular research oriented course which will be modeled after students’ choice of content areas and their research interest. The major goal of this course is to help students identify their own research interests and carry out research by applying appropriate theories and research methods. For this, the course instructor will facilitate students to contextualize and apply their knowledge into research process by providing feedback and other support. In this course, the students will be engaged in recapitulating the broader area of contents, relevant theories, and appropriate research methodologies of education. Based on discussions, the students will narrow down content, theories and methodologies to further explore the selected content area as a model. As an outcome of the course, the students are expected to develop a model/dummy research report or plan and be prepared for a full-fledged research study.


2. Course Objectives
The overall objective of this course is to provide students with an opportunity to practice research in their respective areas of interest. More specifically, the objectives of this course are to help the students:
· explore and elaborate the content area of their choices.
· review and identify appropriate and relevant philosophies, theories and literature for their area of study.
· explore in depth and establish linkage between philosophies and theories and the research area of their choice.
· review and select appropriate and relevant methodology for their area of study.
· prepare a literature review related to their areas of interest.
· prepare a research report (dummy) and also elaborate plan for the real/actual research study.


3. Course Contents
There will be two stages in the delivery of this course: the selection of content areas and deliberation. First, teacher and student will select a content area. Then, each student will further work on their interest areas within a given time frame. The following are some examples of broader study areas: 
· ICT in education
· Special Needs Education 
· Inclusive education
· Monitoring and Evaluation School management
· Resource management
· Classroom pedagogy: Critical pedagogy 
· Multi grade/ Multi grade multi-level classroom
· Sustainable development 
· 21Century Learning Domain/Transversal skills/Transformative education
· Life skills
· Comparative education
· Peace education
· Social justice
· Education during emergency/disaster/conflict
· Language in education: Multilingualism and minority languages 
· Indigenous knowledge
· Policy analysis
· Financing in education
· Early Childhood Development 
· Global trend in education
· Emerging research methods
· Neoliberalism and its impact in education 
· Culture and diversity in education 
· Teacher professional development in education 
· Urbanization and space in education 
· Social class in education 


Student, in consultation with teacher, can also suggest other content area which need to be connected with research that students want to focus on for further exploration.
After deciding research areas, a tutorial will take place which includes following aspects in a flexible manner. 

Unit – I: Deliberation on content area						(6hrs)
1.1 Concept related to the content area
1.2 Importance and implication of the content area
1.3 Retrospect and prospect development
1.4 Content in the Nepali context  

Unit – II: Related philosophies and theories					(12hrs)
2.1 Recapitulation of educational philosophies and theories
2.2 Linking relevant educational philosophies and theories to the chosen topic
2.3 Prepare context/background and theoretical review sections 

Unit – III: Literature Review							(12hrs)
3.1 Literature review (stages, protocol, quality appraisal, synthesis and meta-analysis)
3.2 Selection of relevant literature and preparation of individual review note 
3.3 Prepare literature review section for a dummy research report



Unit – IV: Methodology								(12hrs)
4.1 Recapitulation of research methodology
4.2 Extended study on selected research methodology
4.3 Prepare empirical review chapter on selected research methodology 
4.4 Prepare a plan for using methodology in the selected area of study 

Unit – V: Research Report								(6hrs)
5.1 Recapitulation of APA
5.2 Components of research report
5.3 Preparation of dummy research report (with works carried out and plans as relevant)
5.3.1 Cover page, initial pages, contents
5.3.2 Chapterization
5.3.3 Reference, annex

4. Instructional Approach
This course includes an independent study which is blended with a tutorial mode facilitated by the teacher. The student will choose their area of content interest – from the given list or suggest their own content area interest. It is important that both students and teacher should agree that the selected content/subject area is worth researching and is researchable. After selecting particular study area, the instructional approach will be as follows:

4.1 Students and teacher jointly prepare a study plan with a workable schedule.
4.2 Students share their idea/plan to undertake study in a step-wise manner. Teacher provides feedback, guidelines and suggests resources to accomplish the task.
4.3 Students initiate the work and periodically share with the teacher and gets feedback on their work. 
4.4 Library works, reading, expert consultation will be suggested by the teacher as needed which student will have to complete and report. 
4.5 As needed (as decided by the teacher and students), students will consult the content area expert and improve the task.
4.6 Each student will be required to make presentations of their study in class, at least two times in the semester in a seminar format.
4.7 [bookmark: _GoBack]Students compile, edit and finalize their tasks in a research report format with the work accomplished and remaining as elaborated plan.
	
4 Evaluation Schema	
5.1 Internal evaluation:  60%
Internal evaluation will be undertaken by the tutor. S/he will evaluate the students' academic activities, learning outcomes and performance of the course work based on the following schemes: 
1. Regularity in the consultation 						10
2. Presentation									4+4
3. Written works (42) divided into preparation of task as part of the report
i) Contextualization of selected area of study in Nepali context		7
ii) Theoretical review							7
iii) Empirical review								7
iv) Methodology								7
v) Plan for actual research work						7
vi) Dummy research report							7	
	Total 									60	

5.2 External Evaluation:  40%
At the end of semester, written examination will be conducted by the Examination Division, Dean's Office. The types and number of questions to be included in the test are as follows: 
i) Short answer questions (4 x 5 points)					20
ii) Essay type question (2 x 10)						20
	Total									40
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